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1.WELCOME TO GUIMARAES

Guimaraes, is the host of Energy Cities Annual
Forum 2026, the third edition of Grafting Cities.

The city witnessed in the 12th century the birth
of Portugal's sovereignty and this heritage has
marked its personality. It was designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2001 for its well-
preserved historic centre. Paired with its
historical and cultural heritage, the municipality
is a place where citizens' well-being and nature
coexist, and it is inspiring other cities.

Sustainability has long been the cornerstone
of Guimardes actions. It has been signatory
of the Covenant of Mayors since 2013 and is
a member of the Green City Accord since
2021. It was selected for the EU Mission “100
Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities” in 2022
and was awarded the Mission Label in 2024.
Also, it's 2030 Climate City Contract
integrates climate neutrality goals.

Guimardes has been awarded the 2026
European Green Capital based on its
commitment to achieving continuous
improvement regarding all sustainable
challenges and developments, as well as
realising comprehensive results in all seven
environmental management areas.




2.HOW TO GET TO GUIMARAES

BY TRAIN

* From Lisbon: There are three train stations: Lisboa Rossio, Lisboa
Oriente and Lisboa Santa Apolonia. They have train connections
with direct with stops to Guimardes. The trips last around
4h30/5h30 depending on the type of train.

* From Porto: There are three train stations: Porto Sao Bento, Porto
Campanhd and Porto Rei. There are direct trains from Sdao Bento
and Campanha which last around 1h20 minutes.

More information on the

BY PLANE

Guimaraes can be easily reached from two international airports:

e PORTO AIRPORT (OPO): Francisco Sa Carneiro Airport (52 km): at this
airport there is the airport shuttle bus - or - to
Guimaraes bus station (final stop). It takes about 30 minutes and costs
approx. €9. There is the option of taking a taxi approx. € 45.

e LISBON AIRPORT (LIS): Humberto Delgado Airport (356 km): at this
airport you can take a or a train to Lisbon. From Lisbon there
are direct trains and bus from to Guimaraes. It takes
approximately 4h30-5h30.


https://www.cp.pt/en/
https://www.getbus.eu/pt/index.php
https://shop.flixbus.pt/
https://shop.flixbus.pt/
https://rede-expressos.pt/en?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19591741196&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4eHLBhCzARIsAJ2NZoI37A2EQdmHL6ExWGh2dnHGx5C9Qk3iMw8qMC4JvXBODHuosSaoWB8aAnz1EALw_wcB

BY BUS

* From Lisbon: There are two bus stations: Lisboa Oriente and
Terminal Rodoviario Sete Rios. There are bus trips that last around
5h30.

e From Porto: There are two bus stations: Porto (Polo Universitario),
and Porto Campanhd. There are bus trips from the bus station

which last from 30min to 2h.

More information on the

3.ACCOMODATION

Guimardes offers a wide variety of accommodation options, many
located in or near the historic city centre. Several hotels are aligned
with the city’'s commitment to sustainability and climate neutrality.

They have promotional discounts.

. - PROMOTIONAL CODE: CVEGUIM2026

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE:
Eurostarsverde

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE: HOOLCVE26

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE: CVEGUIM2026

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE: CVEABERTURA

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE: IbisVerde26

J - PROMOTIONAL CODE: Paraisocapitalverde


https://rede-expressos.pt/en?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19591741196&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4eHLBhCzARIsAJ2NZoI37A2EQdmHL6ExWGh2dnHGx5C9Qk3iMw8qMC4JvXBODHuosSaoWB8aAnz1EALw_wcB
https://www.hotel-guimaraes.com/
https://www.eurostarshotels.co.uk/eurostars-santa-luzia.html
https://www.hoteldaoliveira.com/pt
https://www.hoteltoural.com/en/
https://www.hotelfundador.com/
https://www.hotelmestredeavis.pt/
https://all.accor.com/ssr/app/ibis/rates/3230/index.en.shtml?compositions=1&dateIn=2024-05-14&nights=1&hideHotelDetails=false&hideWDR=false&destination=guimaraes-portugal&utm_campaign=ppc-ibi-mar-goo-seu-en-seu-mix-sear-&utm_content=seu-en-PT-V1571&utm_me
https://valedestorcato.pt/en/
https://paraisovillas.pt/villas/

4 MOVING AROUND GUIMARAES

Guimarades is a town that can be easily explored on foot, but it also offers
different transport options.

e Public transport - Bus: Check the Guimabus site and find more
information about lines and schedules.
e Taxi: there is taxi service. Find more information on taxiguimaraes.

b.VENUE

The Annual Forum 2026 will be held in different locations around the city.

Each journey will follow a different path around the city, you can download
the information sheets on the website.

The main sessions will be organised in the following areas:

o Tuesday 28 April from 17h - Cdmara Municipal de Guimaraes (Largo
Conego José Maria Gomes 4, 4804-534 Guimaraes, Portugal)

e Wednesday 29 April from 8h30 - Teatro Jordao (Av. Dom Afonso
Henriques 321, 4810-431 Guimardes, Portugal)

o Thursday 30 April from 8h30 - Palacio Vila Flor ((Av. Dom Afonso
Henriques 701, 4810-431 Guimaraes, Portugal)

Camara Municipal Palacio Vila Flor Teatro Jordao
de Guimaraes


https://guimabus.pt/
https://www.taxisguimaraes.pt/

6.EXPLORE GUIMARAES

Take the time to explore the city and discover its
amazing spots!

Guimardes is considered the birthplace of
Portugal because Afonso Henriques, the first king
of Portugal, was born there. The historical centre
in the area that was within the Guimardes city
walls, is associated with the formation and
identity of Portugal, and was classified a World
Heritage site based on the originality and
authenticity applied in its restoration. The city still
has a harmonious, well-preserved heritage that is
evident in the graceful iron verandas, granite
balconies and porticos, mansions, arches
connecting the narrow streets, paving slabs
smoothed by time, towers and cloisters.

This is surrounded by amazing hills and green
spaces that make the city the perfect getaway.

Find more information in Visit Portugal or
download the city brochure.

We hope you enjoy your stay in Guimaraes
and forge meaningful connections during
our annual forum!



https://www.visitportugal.com/en/destinos/porto-e-norte/73742
https://www.cm-guimaraes.pt/cmguimaraes/uploads/document/file/13856/guia_da_cidade_v__2015_ingles.pdf

